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ELTOR MPADOD
WES DEFINITELY
JBRING RAILROADS
UNIFICATION

| First Formal Order Issued
Under New Governmental
gontrol
DEMAND FOR WAGE
' INCREASE IS DENIED

BY RAIL PRESIDENTS

\ Brotherhoods \?Villiﬂﬂ.!;t

fore Bringing Pres-
sure to Bear

By the Associated Press -

Washington, December 29.
Definite steps toward na-

ions were

@Adoo in the ap-
min of a temporary
waff and the issuing of his
“irst formal order directing
- absolute pooling of all traf-
\ fie, common utilization of
“terminals, rolling stock and

other facilities, hauling of

freight by the shortest

routes and retention of all

present officers.

Special inct—atiang were issued for
the relief of the cofigestion in New
York and Chicago through pooling of
terminals and other traffic facilities,
and Alfred [}.-Smith, prezident < the
“Central, was named tem-

g

tation in the trunk line terri-
of the Mississippi and north
rivers, where congestion
£ r . Hines of New York, a ria-ﬂ-.
~ road idwyer, and for many years a spes
cial sludent of government aperation,
nted agsistant director gencral,
_ 1 0f & permanent

e intestate commerce commis-
. was' drafted, for an immediate in-
. vestigation by its inspectors of general
frelght conditions on eastern trunk lines,

RAILROADS REFUSE WAGE

INCREASE ASKED BY MEN

While the director ™ g=~®-~1-was con-
ferring today with a number of © "'road
heads, interstate cominerce commission-
era and members of Congress, and plan-
ning Immediate action to remedy faults
.of transportation, it hecame known that
the demands of the four raflway brother.
hoods.for & 40 per cent wage increase
“bad been denied by the railroads, and
that sequently the labor men had de-
cided to nestpone for probably 60 days
the preséncation of their case to the gov-
ernment. It was thought probable that
Pregident Wilson would take up the la-
bor situation in his address to Congress
next week,
CONGRESSIONAL AGENCIES

AT WORK ON SITUATION
Congressional agencies went to work
today on the new rallroad situation.
The Senate interstate commerce commit-
| tee at @ special hearing drew from
Chalrman Hall 6f the inteistate com-
merce: commission, the statement that
| the government's failure to centralize
| ‘ priority administration was largely re-
| spongible for frelght congestion.
Hepator Cummins, ranking republican
| nember of the Senate interstate com-
_merce committee, in a conference with
Mr, MeAdoo, expressed the opinion that
legislation to prescribe the basis of gov-
crnment compensation to the roads,
i would be passed speedily, though not
without some opposition to the Presi-
| dent's suggestion of guaranteeing to the
| compenies the average carnings for the
last three years.
| ¥ 1
{ RAILROAD WAR BOARD
' OFFERS SUGGESTIONS
The rallrgad war board, whose services
_have been solicited temporarily by the

{Contlnued on Page Nine)

ATCHEZ STREET CAR
SERVICE CURTAILED

} Hanllenent Announces That All
But One Line Will Be Discon-
tinued to Save Coal

Natochez, Miss., December 29—An-
nouncement was made hers - tomMsht
by the Southers Railway and Light
company that beginning January 1 all
street car service in Natchez with the

! (‘N

vrexception of one line would be dis-
continued indefinitely. The plan, it was
gaid, wuas declded on in accordance

with recommendations of the federal
fuel administration to conserve coal
‘consumption. v

OGRAVURE IS
AYED EN ROUTE

The Age-llerald regrets to am-
mounce that the Rotogravure See-
_tion did not reach Birmingham In
* thme fo uppear with today’'s lseue.
This section in printed in Hos-

..‘ 4

| | tem em the Joint rotogravure
b presses of The Age-Hernd und the
| Boston Herald, and today's inwue
e shipped from Boston a week
| yemterday, The hoat wax two

" late In reaching Suvannah
‘congented traffic  conditions
offi-

t tive days

ok

V Un-
til Situation Cles"i?ﬁ'j__. Be-

|

13 PERSONS ARE
KILLED IN ENEMY
AIR RAID ON CITY

o= |

F PADUA, ALY

},

Report From Rome Says
Sixty Others Were
Wounded

SNOW .78 FALLING,
¥’ GHOUT FRANCE; |
IN FLANDERS |

L
Fitish Airmen Bring Down
" Thirteen Hostile Ma-
: chines on French
Front

COLD IN FRANCE

Paris, December 29.—Snow is con-
tinuing to fall heavily wirtually
throughout France. Evén in the
extreme south, in the regions of Tou-
louse, Bayonne and Toulon, a snow-
gtorm is in progress, The snowfall
in the VYosges was particularly
heavy and the temperature in that
digtrict has dropped below zero. All
rallway communication'has been de-
layed by the storm.

By the Associated Press

Rome, December 29—
Thirteen persons were killed
and 60 others injured when
the open city of Padua, in
northern Italy, was bombed
by enemy .aviators last
night, the war office an-
nounced today. Trevizo,

Montebelluna and Castel-

franco were also attacked.
The are treasures in the densely
populated section of Padua, where
eight bombs were dropped, were not
damaged.

The text of the official statement on
the campaign reads:

“On the whole front there was the
usual harassing fire, as well as recip-
rocal patrol activity in the Lagarina
valléy and Vallurso. Halds atlempled
against Costalunga and Monte Melago
on the Asiago platean wers repulsed
and a few prisoners captured. On the
Piave. Vecchia some prisoners were
taken in a reconnaissance raid.
“Yesterday evening enemy alrmen.
through their inpate barbarian im-
pulses, which were revived by the de-
feat they suffered December 26 at Tre-
viso, bombarded inhabited parts of Tre-
viso, Monte Bellino, Castel France and
Padua, all open cities. In the center
of Padua where the population is dens-
est and the finest monuments numerous,
eight ‘bpmbs were dropped, killing 13
persons a.lnd wounding 60. There were
only six soldiers among the casualties,
which for the most part weres women
and children. No monument was dam-
aged, 4

“In the other cities there were no
casualties and virtually no damage."

VICTORY IN PALESTINE
London, December 29.—The British
have made another considerable ad-
vance in the neighborhood of Jeru-
salem, the Turks having been beaten
back on a front of 13 miles. .

BERLIN STATEMENT
Berlin, December 20.—An Italian at-
tack against the Austro-German posi-
tion on the heights east of Monte Tom-
ba, broke down yesterday under the
fire of the Teutons, it was announced:
officially today by the German war of-
fice.

The statement reads:

“Italian front:  An Italian attack
against the heights east of Monte Tomba
broke down under our fire.

“Front of Crown Prince Rupprecht of
Bavaria: Toward evening the artillery
activity increaged in isolated sectors on
the Flanders front south of the Scarpe
wnd near- Graincourt - and - Gonnelleu.
Laat of Nieuport and near Poelcapelle
several FPritish reconnoitering attacks
brown down.

“Front of the German crown prince:
North of Courtecon our reconnoltering
detachments penetrated the 1"rench lines
and brought back several prisuners.

“[Eastern theatre: Nothing new oc-
curred here, 1

— —
BRITISH REPORT

London, December 20.—The official re-
port from [Meld Marshal Haig's head-
quarters tonight says:

“During the dJday the hostile artillery
has ngaln shown considerable activity at
a number of points along our front, espe-
clally in the neighborhood of Hargl-
court, south and west of Lens and east
and northeast of Ypres.

“Aviation: Our alrplanes dropped over
10 bormabs on three enemy airdromes
north of Lllle. Heven hostile machines,
tour of which fell Inside our lines, were
Brovght down by our airplanes; two
others were driven down out of control,
whille four others were shot down by our
ghus, tluee falllng within  our lines.
Three of ous machines are missing.”

Protest Made Against
“Criminal Scrapping” of
- Historical Documents

Philadelphia, December 20, — Protest
against “the criminal serapping of valu-
able hieterical decuments from federal
archives” 10 make room for other papers

‘the present. War emargency, was
- resolutions adopted today at
rence of the historical sogieties
meeting here a5 a part of the American
1listori It was suggested in

|

HIS HERITAGE

PRAISE AND NOT
CONDENNATIONFOF
NAVY DEPARTHENT

Probe Under Way by Com-
mittee Shows Wonderful
Achievement

ARMY ORGANIZATION
'NOT ALTOGETHER BAD

Chairmait Deént Holds That Much
Has Been Accomplished in
Spite of TFaults

By HUGH W. ROBERTS

Washington, December 29.

(Special.)—Without draw-
ing distinction between the
preparedness of the navy
and the army, the expedi-
tionary contingent of which
is able to approach the fir-
ing line only with big guns
lent by England and France,
Representative Oliver of
Alabama, chairman of the
subcommittee conducting in-
quiry into the department of
Secretary Daniels, said this
morning for The Age-Her-
ald

“It is a fact that as a result of the
excellent preparedness achieved oy
the navy that from our battleships

allies.”

Further in compliment te. the pre-
liminary work of the navy, Mr. Oliver
made statements which, in  contrast
with developments resulting from sen-
atorial probe into the war department,
cannot but bhe encouraging to every
American citizen. These facts were de-
duced:

In the beginning the United States
Had 200 ships. Now, exclusive of sub-
marine chasers, the United States has

1000, ;
With the exception of perishables,

(Continued on Pame Two)
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1—Director McAdoo takes
to unify railroads.

Thirteen are killed In enemy air rald
on Italian city,
Navy department w
than. condemnation
slonal prebhe.
Three British destroyers sunk,
Alabamian writes interestingly of
ariny life in France.
3—Alabama is facing greatest peliti
fight of history. *
{—Editorial comment.
* Ned Brace.
5—Robbery sald to be motive of double
murder,
Birmingham to have fine school sys-
tem.
Prices on foodstuffs to be. fixed this
week.
Hospital for contagious diseases pro-
posed
f—Tlervy writes of Stuart and Edmonds.
=_T.etter from Miasissippl eapital.
9—Righty per cent Guatemala City de-
molished.
10— Amusements.
12—Conseription of laber and mine con-
trol predicted. 2
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1

" definite steps

ing praise rather
from congres-

cal

\

1—8ports.
.9-News of automobiles.
~ T BECTION (.
1-2-3—8oclety.
4—Carpenter's leter.
F-Deolly Daliymple,

the t the Lincoln memo-
. i t

the Coast

Three British Destroyers
Are Reported Sunk Off

of Holland

to Have Been Cause

Thirteen Officers and 180 Men Lost—This Is Said

of Displacing Jellicoe

as First Sea Lord—Week Passes Before
Official Statement Is Made

the adntiralty announeed today. '

The statement reads:

“Three of our destroyers were mined
or torpedoed during foggy weather off
the Dutch coast on the night of Decem-
ber 22. A total of 13 officers and 180
men werel ost.”

London, December 29.—Whether correct-
Iy or not, the displacing of Admiral Sir
John Jellicoe as first sea lord is pop-
ularly believed to have been the direct
gequel of the loss of the three British

; By the Assaciated Fress

London, December 29.—Three Pri_til_h
through being struck by torpedoes or hi
/om the hight of Dece fiber 22, with the

torpedo boat destroyers were sunk
,a _mine off the Dutch coast
oss of 13 officers and 180 men,

destroyers néar the Duteh coast. This In-
«¢idént has been generally known here,
although just announced ofticially.

Several days ago the first lord of the
admiralty, Sir Erlc Geddes, went lo
Sandringham, where the royal family is
staying for the holidays. He was re-
celved in audlence by the King on
Christmas, which indicated that the bus-
iness was 'unusually urgent. The aad-
miralty changes were announced the next
day.

Story Is Told‘_How' 2
American Destroyers

- Sank German U-Boat

Details of Exploit in November of the Fanning
and the Nicholson When Submarine Crew
Was Captured Given Out by Department
Following Report From Sims

The submarine was sunk, the npavy
department's story, of the aﬂa-t}' Indjcates,
as it was preparing to attack a mer-
chant ehip flotilla convoyed 'by the. de-
stroyers.

Addresses of officers of the Fanning
as announced by the navy department
include: ' . e

Lieut, Walter O. Henry. care N. F.
Mallory., Murfreesboro, Tenn., and Chief
Pharmacist’'s Mate Elser Harwell, Scotts
Hill,  Tenn. i

OFFICIAL STATEMENT

The navy department’s full story of the
incident follows:

At about 4:10 p. my while escorting a
convoy, Coxswaln David D, Loomis, look-
out of the Fanning, sighted a small perl-
scope some distance off the bow extend-
ing about -a faot o'tgt,- of the water. and
visible for only a few)secends. . The
Fanning immediately headed for the spot
and about three minutes after the peri-
Nscope had: been sighted dropped a depth
charge. The Nicholson also epeeded 1o
the position of the submarine; which ap-
peared to be heading toward a merchant
vessel in the convoly, und dropped an-
other depth charge. At that .moment
the submarine's conning’ tower appeared
on. the surface between the Nicholzon
and the convey and the Nlicholson fired
three shots from her ctern gun. - The
Low of the submarine ‘came up rapld-
1y, She was down Ly the stern, but
righted herself angd seemed to increase
her speed.  The Nicholson qlt-qt-ed, the
Fanning hezded for the U-boat, firing
from the bow gin. Aftér the third shot
the crew of the 'uuhmu,.rine all came on
deck and held up thelr hands, the shb-
marine surrendering at 48 p,. m. ‘The
Fanning approached the sub ine. to
pick up the prisoners, koth deatroyers
Leeping, thelr batteries ftrained on the
Lout. A line nas got to the submarine,
put in a few nindgtes she sank, the line
was let go-and the vrew of the LU-boat
! lumped inle the tater and swam (o the

! ranning.. N B
"CREW WERE EXHAUSTED
‘:g g we i

“Although the crew

preservers, a number of

' Washington, December 29.—Full details of the destruction by an Amer-
ican destroyer of a Germap submarine and the capture of 'its crew, made
public today by the navy department show that the destroyers Fanning
we have been able to lend guns to uurl:“d Nicholson were the warships engaged. The incident was reported No-

ivember 24, but few facts were given.

.

hausted when the reached the side of
the destroyer.® As the gubmarine sank,
five or slx men were caught by the radio
aerial and carried.below the surface be-
fore' they disentangled themselves. Ten
of the men were so weak that lines had
to be passed under their arms Lo haul
them aboard. One man was In such a
condition that he could not even hold the
line thrown him. Chief Pharmacist's
Mate Elser Harwell and Coxswain Fran-
cis. G.. Connor (N. N. V.) jumped over-
board after tnis man and secured a line
dn Jér ‘his arms, When he was hauled
aboard every effort was made to resuscl-
tate him, but he dled In a few min-
utes. The four officers of the submarine
and the 35 members of the crew were all
taken prisoners,
_ PRISONERS CONTENTED

“After ‘beingy taken on board the
prisoners. were given hot coffee and
sandwiches.  Thoygh kept under strict
guard, .they ‘seemed  contented, and
after a short time ¢commenced to sing.
To make them comfortable the crew
of the destroyer gave them their warm
coata and heavy elothing.

“The German officers said the firat

depth charge had wrecked the machin-
ery and caused her to sing lo a con-
siderable depth.
“wPhe submarine bore mo number or
distinguishing ‘mark. 8She was how-
aver, identified Dby lifebelts and by
‘statements of an_officer and nen of
tha crew. - Gne of the lifebelts, the re-
port sald, hiad ‘Iaiser' marked uvn one
side and '‘Gott’ on the other.

FANNING CREW PRAISED
“The Fanning proceeded to port and
transferred lLer prisoners under guard
A@s they were leaving in small boats
the Germans gave three cheers. The
commanding officer of the Fanning

read the burial seryice ove e W58y
_c},th_a'.doad_ German sailor : ihe da-
stroyer proceeded 1o sea < uried

him with full military hono: -

‘“In his reaport the commg: du’ of the
Fanning praises the condup’ ¢f his of-
ficers and crew, &nd give: Lo ticyfar
credit teo Lieut. Walter O, Iy of-
ficer of the deck, au di: Cexewdin
Lioomis, who sighted the peoipos  He
alyn commends Pharmacisii Male tnr-

well and Coxswain Connor v ie fu mped
2 o :—-'I ‘ <.- .‘-,..' Ak

o

SHARPE NOW PUTS
BLANE ON COUNCL
NATIONAL DEFENSE

Says This Body Caused De-
lay in Buying Clothing
Supplies
CONTRACTFORPICKING
SCRAP INVESTIGATED

Sente ‘Commitiee nquicy Brings Out
Relations of Government Agent

and New York Sorting

Company Favored

By the Associnied I'ress

Washington, December 29, —The Sen-
ate war inquiry committee today Inves-
tigated further the cancelled serap uni-
form cloth picking contracts let by
the committee on supplies of the coun-
cil of natlional defense to the Base
Sorting company of New York, and un-
der which witnesses testified the com-
pany could have made excessive profits
aggregating several hundred thousand
dollars annually. '

Charles Eisenman, vice chairman of
the committee, who approved the con-
tracts, and Samuel Kaplan, another
member of the committee, whase broth-
er, it was developed, is flnancially in-
terested in the company, will be sum-
moned to te:allf_\'. it was announced,
in a further inguiry the committee pro-

poses to make. 1t was further devel-
oped today that Kar!an's brother Is
treasurer of the company, owning a

Connecticut woolen mill commandeered
by the government.
PROTESTS MADE

Quartermaster General Sharpe testi-
fied that when the war department can-
celled the contracts last Thursday both
Bisenman and Kaplan pretested, The
governmenti, he explained, take
aver the work.

In concluding today his testimony re-
garding clothing and other army sup-
plies, General Sharpe placed respongi-
bility for delay in securing supplies of
wool for army clothing on the council
of unational defense. The
committee, .which had taken over
question of wonl supplies, the general
said, recommended use of shoddy in
making uniforms and! delayed accept-
ing raw wool offergd last April by Bos-
ton dealers. No large purchases weras
made until September, after prices had
risen greatly, he said. Senator Weeks
told the committes he was reliably in-
formed that a loss of $150,000,000 to
the goavernment resulted.

TENTS IN PLENTY NOW
Replying to testimony yesterday ol
commanders of Camps Bowie, Tex,, and
Doniphan, Okla., that overcrowding of
tents and lack of winter

will

council’'s

the

clothing

dizsease epldemlcs, General Shurpe
the authorities Lknew tents would
short for the men suddenly called into
service, but that supplies now are am-

not be supplied until the men go abroud.
Rolling  kitchens and olher ve-
hicles, he also said, e fur-
nished until then, nunder present plans,
Committee mambers voiced dissatisfac-
tion with the plaus which,

miny

will, not

the Cloth germp con-
Shuirpe said he esti-
maoted that Lhe contracts given
gorting company at
would, net the| company $100.000 an
nuatly. Capt. A I3 Pereless, who in-
vestigated the contradt, estimated the

Questioned
tracts, Gencral

\Cuntinued own Pese 'l't:\n)

caused deaths of many men in recent |

he |

ple to reduce the tent yuota from 12
to five men, as recommended by Sur-
geon General Gorgos.

Regarding lack of motor trucks for
training men at the cantonments, (ien- |
eral Sharpe said the depmiiment's pol- |
iy, not his own, is that trucks shall

they con- ,
tended. will prexes™ men from secur- |
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ALABAMIAN WRITES
INTERESTINGLY CF
AN OFFICER'S LIF
ON FRENCH FRONT

Leon (. Bradley of Age-
Herald Staff Gives Side-
lights and Glimpses

TELLS OF JOYS
AND DISCOMFORTS
IN FAR OFF LAND

and Tobacce
Seem fo Be About Only Things
That Matter With Men Who
Are Winning the War

News From Home

Leon ¢, Bradiey, first leutenant, Uy
. I8, vity editor of The Age-Herald,
with the Americon expeditionary
hias writién a very
interesting letter to one of his asso-
vintes on The Age-Herald iIn which,
| without giving any military informa-
tlon whatever, he presents some Incle
dents of the life of the hoys in France
which show the conditions under whick
they are now living.

The letter wns written somewhers
France on Thanksgiving Day and
| reached Birmingham only yesterday.
Lisutennutl Bradley writes as follows:
“IT IS A LONG, LONG WAY”
“This i8 & mighty long distance from
Birmingham, but it is Thanksgiving Day
here fust the same. Loads of roast tul=
key with chestnuts, a half holiday, apd
“everyihing that,” Of course, the
Frenchmen don't what it is all
about, but they Know It nust be some i
grand ocecasion, Whether it i= Ceorge &
Washington's birthday, or the anniver=
sury of the discovery of America, they
can't quite decide.  But, &t any 1ate,
Lthey are entering into the spirit of the
occasivia,  In honor of the occasion, the
French orderly has just come in Lo poke
up the tire and he left & bucket of al-
legad coal that will almost burn If prap=
etiy wlded by kerosene oil und constant

and dillgent care,

“Quite a number of the officers here
had ieave for this afternoon and night =
to visit a large city nearby, but, sinte = /|
I had ne leave for this st week-end, I -
had tu “stick around” camp today. But
it is not half bad at that,

WONDERFUL DINNER

“We had a really wonderiul dinnét—
regular Americun food prepated oy €X=
cyfitionnlly capuble Frendh gooxs It §8 -
nulther ralutug or-snowing (L khoek G
Woen s hen ' U BEY Vikg), andcowe e ,‘k{"'p e ¥
eroush Bl Burlam o Hewp K D Hes 0
BOins for two or three days Mucy YO
i , hot gyen IPrench oned; no cu.gar-
¢lies, and no smoking tobacco are to be
had here, or in the nedrby towns, Some

-

i

oy

forves in France,

in

like

know

I» expecied, however, wi Bie gue .y ety
and besgides we all have shipments of
the American -weed en route from the

Unlted States which we hope will suvon
armnye.
“There i» not much for me to tell you

abput the war. You probably know ¥
inote about It than. I .do. At least, the pie |
things 1 know whieh you do not would

provably not pass the censer, so 1 will
not bere you with any welghty discus=

sion along that line. "

“] am sure it will be a relief to you ‘
for me te say that | shall not atteinpt H
to predier when the war will be over. *
I den't know and 1 don't suppose You W
du, cither. That is one phase of the 4

iject we don't discuss much over here.
i= too much else to do to bother
dovout thar at this time.

VOYAGE UNEVENTFUL

(IR

=

“1 don't. think I have written you since
the letter 1 mailed while on pva.a tna
ship coming over.
qiohed the
Iy

That was before we
war zone. There Were no
tnrilling events while we wers In
e usually t‘un.'aln}el'(nl as menaced

submarines, We were well protected ]
and did not see one of tha Hus under 1
water craft. One offil the Gra- b
neers' corps and anothe Wiepr foe el
vather cat up) for three rd piRns
v their lifebpats, hutl tl MR £ ALl

ings o little easler i g

ders, we carried our life Leils al &il hours
of the day and night, and’ wo did not
undress while in the really dangerous
#rea. We had already perfected the life-
bont drills so there wonld be no confusion
in case of disagter, We were advised to
| sleep whth clotlies on and overcoatls at
| hend &0 we would not suffer from ex-

(Continued on "age Three)

Hope for Séfgty of Student
Aviator Lost at Sea
Is Now Abandoned

Il Pensacnla, Fli, December 20.—OFfi=
lelalg at the naval aviation station heras ;
|1uni;:.!|l abandoned, hope of finding
ulive Student Aviator Edward K,

lerowe. who disappeared last Wednes-
day while on a flight in a seaplane.
It was believed that he was caught M.
a foz bank and lost his course, prob-
ahly being forced to land in the buy,
where heavy seas wracked his machine,
Crowe wias the son of Michael 'F,
Crowe of Parkersburg, W, Va., and was
aduate of Georgsetown university,
nzton. He was a member of the
foothall team for two years.

|

|

e LT
Women 'Phone Operators
3 . 3
Are Wanted in France
Washington, Dacember 20—Women
| telephone operators are  heing  seht
|abroad for service at the offices of
the American forces in France, They
the same privileges ‘wnd  allow-
ANCas A8 Army nuraes, Many arl'n:,_r
wonien, unable to join their husbands, &
have found a way Lo do so by qua.lfw‘- 3
a% Lelephone operators, ¥ M
Washingron., Dacember 20, —Ksti-
mates, based on &n army of 1,500,000
men are that 37,500 nurses will Ls
needéd In the army nurse corps.; § W
To et enrollinents some of the re=
guirements are belog- waived,
The present membership is $500.
LIS ¢~ S e U
Woman Murders Child
Isadland, December 28.-~Myps t
| MeClain was arrested heré this
ling, charged with the murder of
18-mouniths-0ld baby. She waa
raigned and pleaded gullty. The w
’ suid to have tied the chiid §
rt und rolled it Into o mill
ar her homa The bhody wus
last night aud the wWoman-was
tuken Into custodys Shie clal
whe s analile o suppurt the

said |

have

| ing




